
 

 

 

week, but which days 
have not been decided 
yet. 

 

 Because Pr. Hellemo is 
also serving at 
Vinemont and their 
liturgy is at 8:30 AM, 
we will be flip flopping 
our Sunday schedule 
beginning February 6.  
We will have Living in 
Faith at 9 AM and wor-
ship at 10:30 AM. 

 

 With Pr. Hellemo serv-
ing part time lay leader-
ship is crucial.  He will 
not be able to lead Liv-
ing in Faith so a Chris-
tian Education Team 
will be forming which 
will include teachers 
and those who will help 
choose and approve 
curriculum for Living in 
Faith. 

 

 Decisions on Lenten 
services and Bible stud-
ies are still in the dis-
cussion phase, so please 
watch your bulletin and 
future newsletters for 
information as it is de-
cided. 

 

 We will be having sup-
ply pastors and/or lay 
leadership during wor-
ship for the month of 
January.  

 

 Pr. Dan Schaefer has 
informed the Congrega-
tion Council that begin-
ning the process of call-

So what happens next? 
With the sudden, unex-
pected passing of Pastor 
Kendall last November a 
lot of questions  have been 
raised about what is going 
to happen going forward. 

Congregation Council met 
with the Dean of the Cen-
tral Mission District Pr. 
Dan Schaefer on Decem-
ber 14 to begin discussion 
on what to expect. 

Here’s what was dis-
cussed: 

 The Rev. Abera Hel-
lemo, pastor at 
Vinemont Community 
Lutheran Church 
(Reinholds) has 
agreed to serve as in-
terim pastor for six 
months beginning on 
February 1, 2022.  
This interim period is 
limited for now to see 
how it works for Mes-
siah, Vinemont, and 
Pr. Hellemo.  We will 
revisit the interim 
discussion in the sum-
mer and go from 
there. 

 

 Pr. Hellemo will be 
serving part time here 
at Messiah and part 
time at Vinemont.  He 
lives in Lititz. 

 

 Pr. Hellemo will have 
office hours at Messi-
ah for at least 2 days a 
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ing a new pastor will 
take at least a year to 
give the congregation 
the time to grieve.  
This will not be a 
quick thing.   

 

 Finally, Congregation 
Council would like to 
extend their great 
thanks and apprecia-
tion to Pr. Rodney 
Lilley for stepping 
forward and leading 
worship on such short 
notice and for giving 
us the stability of pas-
toral leadership dur-
ing this last month 
and a half.  He is a 
blessing to this con-
gregation, and his 
effort was much ap-
preciated. 

 

If you have any questions 
about any of this please 
reach out to any member 
of the Congregation Coun-
cil (see page 3). 

 

The Rev. Abera Hellemo 
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SUNDAYS in JANUARY: 
9 AM The Holy Communion 

10:30 AM Living in Faith Education Hour 
 

SUNDAYS BEGINNING in FEBRUARY: 
9 AM Living in Faith Education Hour 

10:30 AM The Holy Communion 

Wintry Weather 
In the event of wintry weather or 
power outages on Sunday morn-
ings, please listen to WLBR radio 
for information on worship sched-
ules.  If there is a power failure on 
a Sunday morning, worship will be held in the 
Fellowship Hall.  The emergency generator pro-
vides enough light in that area. 

 
Also, in the event of adverse weather/
road conditions, the office will open as 
soon as conditions allow us to travel 
safely.   

Membership Changes 
Please amend your directory to reflect he who 
joined the Church Triumphant last November: 

 
 

The Rev. Barry S. Kendall 
1955-2021 

 
 

If we have died with Christ, we shall also live with 
Him; if we are faithful to the end, we shall reign 
with Him. 
 
 
Please remove the Rev. John Philip & Nancy 
Kline from your membership directory.  They 
have transferred to a new congregation. 

FOOD COLLECTION  
SUNDAYS 

 
January 2 

February 6 
 

All going to the  
Rescue Mission 

Messiah Lutheran Church 
1800 Oak Street 

Lebanon, PA 17042-5852 
Office Phone 717-272-2922 

 

E-mail 
Robin Harris/office: messiahluthleb@epix.net 

 

Web Site:  http://www.messiahluthleb.org 
NALC Web Site:  http://www.thenalc.org 
AMR Web Site:  http://www.atlantic-nalc.org 

Sunday Worship Schedule 

Bowl of Blessings 
On December 12 Kay Zellers shared her bless-
ings:   

 
Thank you, Heavenly Fa-
ther, for the blessings you 
have given me and my fam-
ily for 50 years of fond 
memories. 

2021 Year End Statements 
Your 2021 year end statement will be available 
to pick up in the beginning of January.  They 
will be located in a box on the narthex table by 
the choir room. 
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January Birthdays 
  6 Mary Ann Hartman  
 Dorothy Martin 
10 Jean Patschke 
12  Dawn Stickler 
18 Suzette Buffamoyer 
19 Greg Field 
22  Thomas Lilley 
 Gail Peters 
24  Leah Connatser 
 Gayle Hoffman 
25 Ernestine Batdorf 
26 Michaela (Blouch) Swoyer 

February Birthdays 
  2 Michael Bowman 
  7 Mary Garrett 
  8 Alivia Knouff 
  9 Margaret Shirey 
10 Kacie Mullen 
 Scott Runkel 
13 Ramona Roush 
15 Erin Trovinger 
21 Karen Fox 
 Rodney Ledger 
23 Nancy Cramp 
24 Marion Bowman 
25 Kelly Roof 

2022 Congregation Council 
Nicholas Adams 

Ernestine Batdorf 
Brenda Beegle 
Michael Ernst 

Gayle Hoffman 
Deborah Lutz 

David Machamer 
Karen Zivic 

 
OUR SINCERE THANKS are due to out-
going Council member Harry Hatt for his 
faithful leadership and important contributions 
throughout his terms of service.  Those remain-
ing on Council will miss serving with him. 
 

We also thank Nick Adams, Teenie 
Batdorf, Dave Machamer, and Karen 
Zivic for returning for a new two-year term, 
and welcome newly elected member Brenda 
Beegle. 
 
Please keep these, and all our Congregation 
Council members, in your prayers as they seek 
to serve our Lord and His people in leadership 
at Messiah.  They welcome your prayers, your 
input into the life of our congregation, and your 
expressions of encouragement and apprecia-
tion for their efforts.   

The vital penitential season of Lent be-
gins on Ash Wednesday, March 2.   
 
At the time of this publication we are 
still working with Pastor Hellemo as to 

how he will be serving both Vinemont and Mes-
siah on this day.  There WILL be a liturgy—we 
just don’t know what time it will be held.  So 
please watch your bulletin and/or email for 
more information as all this is figured out. 

Ash Wednesday 

Lent Activities 
We hope to have the in-person Len-
ten bread & soup meal with a Bible 
study resume this year.  However, 
with ever changing Covid re-
strictions and trying to work with 
Pastor Hellemo’s schedule it is un-
certain if and when these will take 
place.  Please watch your bulletins and email for 
more information as Lent approaches this 
spring. 
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November Congregation Council Meeting Highlights 
The Messiah Congregation Council met on Tuesday, November 9, 2021. 

 
 Financial reports were read and approved pending audit. 
 Preparations were made for the annual Congregation Meeting on November 20. 
 Discussion on tree trimming and removal and bids for same accepted. 
 Nick Adams gave a report on the Atlantic Mission Region Convocation held in October. 

Respectfully submitted, 
Gayle Hoffman 

Interim Congregation Council secretary 

December Congregation Council Meeting Highlights 
The Messiah Congregation Council met on Tuesday, December 14, 2021. 

 
 Central Mission District Dean Pr. Dan Schaefer was present and spoke to the Council re: supply/

interim pastors. 
 Reports were read/reviewed/accepted pending audit which will be done in January. 
 Tree trimming on the property is underway and electrical updating is being pursued. 
 Agape Christmas gifts were delivered with much appreciation given to all who donated. 
 Please note that tote bags and umbrellas are still for sale; order forms are in the narthex. 
 Welcome Time is still suspended due to Covid-19 uncertainties. 

 
Respectfully submitted, 

Gayle Hoffman 
Interim Congregation Council secretary 

Ministry Plan Report for October & November 
Budgeted need per week for 2021:  $3,396.13 

    

   Date   Offering received  Attendance 
   10/3   $4,433.00   35 + / 12 LiF 
   10/10   $2,100.00   26 + / no LiF 
            *10/17   $1,795.00   30 + / 13 LiF 
   10/24   $1,779.00   31 + / 9 LiF 
   10/31   $4,125.00   37 + / 15 LiF 
 
   11/7   $3,782.00   41 + / 16 LiF 
            *11/14   $1,482.00   27 + / no LiF 
   11/21   $2,615.00   25 + / no LiF 

 Tgv Eve 11/24   cancelled 
  11/28   $4,197.00   36 + / no LiF 

   

 NOTE: "+" denotes Worship 
  LiF" denotes Living in Faith * denotes an A Cappella Sunday 



 

 

Dear Sisters and Brothers in 
Christ, 
 
   Thank you for your out pour-
ing of love for me and our fam-
ily.  We appreciate all the 
cards, prayers, and food you 

have sent in our time of sorrow.  We especially 
want to thank everyone who prepared and par-
ticipated in the memorial service and the fel-
lowship meal that followed. 
   We celebrate Christmas because Christ came.  
We celebrate Easter because Christ rose from 
the dead.  Because of God’s grace, we live in 
hope.  Although we live with sorrow now we 
know joy will come again.  May we all be 
blessed by the peace that only God can give - the 
peace of knowing God keeps His promises. 

 
In Christian love, 

Carey Kendall 
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A Thank You 

Agape Family Shelter Christmas Party  
A hearty THANK YOU to the members 
of Messiah who contributed so gener-
ously to the needs of the children and 
mothers at the Agape House.  Thanks 
to Harry & Karen Hatt who obtained a 
$250 grant from Thrivent and for pur-
chasing gift cards for the mothers.   
 

  On Monday, December 6 Teenie 
Batdorf and Lee & Rita Savant delivered all the 
gifts to the Agape House. 

 

The 11-year old boy received 3 packs of Hot 
Wheels cars, 3 scientific experiment kits, and 
sweatshirts and sweatpants.  

The girl (age 8) received 2 Pop-It fidget toys, 2 
Mochi squishy fidget toys, and 4 sweatshirts/

sweatpants. 
The 4 year old girl received 1 Pop-It fidget toy, 

and 2 educational games/toys.   
Coloring books and sticker books were also 

provided for all the older children. 
The 6-month old girl received 1 pack of pacifi-

ers, 2 baby toys, and 4 warm pajamas.  
The mothers received 2 bus passes and $250 

worth of gift cards to the Jubilee 
Shop. 

 
 

Unfortunately, the Social Minis-
try Committee could not throw a 
party this year for the mothers 
and children, but the gifts were 
much appreciated.  THANK YOU! 

If you are interested in being a part of a newly 
forming Christian Education team who will help 
with the Living in Faith time on Sundays please 
see a member of the Congregation Council (see 
page 3).  We are looking for: 
 

 Teachers 
 Those willing to help select the material 
 Those who have ideas of what to study 

 
Pastor Hellemo will assist this Team moving for-

ward with the material se-
lection process.  Do you 
have a topic you would 
like to study?  Join the 
team! 

Christian Education 
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Assisting Minister  
 
  2 Sandra Smith 
  9 Kathaleen Lilley 
16 Eugene Martin 
23 Karen Fox 
30 Charlotte Varone 
 
 
 
Lector 
 
  2 Nancie Whelan 
  9 Kathaleen Lilley 
16 Eugene Martin 
23 Karen Fox 
30 Charlotte Varone 
 
 
 
 
Greeters 
 
  2 NEEDED 
  9 NEEDED 
16 NEEDED 
23 NEEDED 
30 NEEDED 
 
 
 

Finance Steward 
Karen Zivic 

 
 

Head Usher 
Nancie Whelan 

 

Altar Guild 
Deborah Lutz, chair 
Gayle Hoffman 
Lori Wert 
 
 
 
Crucifer 
 

  2 Kathaleen Lilley 
  9 Sandra Smith 
16 Gayle Hoffman 
23 Eugene Martin 
30 Rita Savant 
 
 
 
 
Acolyte 
 

  2 Harry Hatt 
  9 Karen Hatt 
16 Karen Zivic 
23 Ernestine Batdorf 
30 Harry Hatt 

 
 
 

WELCOME TIME Sponsors 
(Welcome Time is held on the first Sunday of 
the month at 10:30 AM.) 
 
January 2 — CANCELLED 

January 2022 Schedules 
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Assisting Minister  
 
  6 Nancie Whelan 
13 Deborah Lutz 
20 Ernestine Batdorf 
27 Sandra Smith 
 
 
 
 
 
Lector 
 
  6 Mary Garrett 
13 Deborah Lutz 
20 Ernestine Batdorf 
27 Sandra Smith 
 
 
 
 
 
Greeters 
 
  6 NEEDED 
13 NEEDED 
20 NEEDED 
27 NEEDED 
 
 
 

 
 

Finance Steward 
Nicholas Adams 

 
 

Head Usher 
Rita Savant 

Altar Guild 
Ernestine Batdorf, chair 
Holly McGuire 
Louise Scaramuzzino 
Nancie Whelan 
 
 
 
Crucifer 
 

  6 Kathaleen Lilley 
13 Sandra Smith 
20 Gayle Hoffman 
27 Eugene Martin 
 
 
 
 
Acolyte 
 

  6 Nancie Whelan 
13 Deborah Lutz 
20 Ernestine Batdorf 
27 Karen Hatt 

 
 
 
 

WELCOME TIME Sponsors 
(Welcome Time is held on the first Sunday of 
the month at 9 AM.) 
 
February 6 — CANCELLED 
 

February 2022 Schedules 



 

 

2022 Souper Bowl of Caring Pizza Party 
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On Sunday February 6th 
140 million Americans will 
tune in to the Super Bowl foot-
ball game.  Folks will watch the 
game with abundant food and 
much laughter.  At the same 
time, there will be people wor-
rying about staying warm, 
finding shelter and a warm 
meal.   
 
Please join young people 
around the country as they 
demonstrate God’s love by lov-
ing their neighbors through 
the Souper Bowl of Caring.  It’s 
a simple, yet significant act of 

caring for others.   
 
During the Sundays in Jan-
uary and on February 6th, 
we will be collecting food 
items and monetary dona-
tions for the Lebanon Res-
cue Mission as part of Messi-
ah’s Souper Bowl of Caring.  
Please support our efforts to 
tackle hunger. 
 
Then on Super Bowl Sunday 
(February 6) we will gather the 
donations and take them to 
the Rescue Mission along with 
the makings for the traditional 

pizza party for the men 
which they may enjoy while 
watching the football game.   
 
Thank you for your continued 
support for this ministry, es-
pecially as we may not be able 
to enjoy the party or game 
with the men in person. 

Tuesday, February 1 
 
 

Pr. Abera Hellemo’s  
First day as 

Interim Pastor 
 
 

Stop by and meet him 
during office hours! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

ASH WEDNESDAY 
 

Wednesday, March 2 
 

Watch your bulletin for 
worship times. 

Upcoming Events 

Recycle Christmas Cards 
Please recycle your Christmas cards by placing 

them in the box on the oak table 
in the narthex.  They will be 
used to make Christmas books 
to be distributed to shut-ins 
next year.  Thank you! 

Help Wanted! 
Please sign up today to be a Greet-
er!  All of 2022 is open. 
 

Reminder:  Welcome Time will re-
main suspended until perhaps the 
spring.  Watch your bulletin and get 
ready to sign up to sponsor! 
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